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for Melp from (he AMnking Ship-The May
a.::nnlnl. by the Murning Maine—Unfesling
{ of the Thoughtiess Crawd Ashere
sheiln  HKentier Debrin Far
The Hrave Work of HMeacus,

vemmin

~ Bursting
and Wide =
HavANA, Fab, 10, via Key West, Feb, 17.—AL
.:un'cloth |ast night, A8 Tur SON reporter
wren ltting in tho Centenl Park talking to some
«akies o¥er the bny wero sden to be

friends, th

beightly (laniinsted for about ten seconds
neonslY.

d::::‘. most terrifte explosion was heard

which ahook tho whole elty nnd threw it nto

great cotistepnation, huowing that something

unusual lind aceurrad, the reporter took a eab

and drove 1o the wharve trom which direction

the detonation had came.
On arriving there bo noticod that all the lHghta

{s the streets ns woll ns in the nelehboring
housos, had been extinguished, butl the bay was
beightly lit by the flames of the burning ship,

which was easily distinguished as the unfortu-
pate Maine by ils well-known mnast, one having
already fallen, dua to the exvlosion. Scroams
aud crivs were heard coming from the sinking
ship, for shie went partially down vory soon after
fon,

m;‘:‘;::::‘""h the echioes of the wailsof Lhe
wounded snd drownlng sallors were heard the
shouts of * Viva Eapatial' ** Mueran los Ameri-
canos!” " Mahana tendremon buena posca en In
pabia!" (*Weahall have good Bshing in the bay
temorrow ') and such remirks coning from the
gpanish rabble, who wero congregating in groat
pumbersaround the wharves and svemed greatly
delighted at the misfortune which bhnd befallen
the Amerivane

1t was then that for the frst timo Lthe sus-
picion of foul play canie to the roporter's mind,
Having Induced & boatman to take bim to the
pie of the burning vessel the reporter saw a
gight most horrible and not possible to desoribe.

Near tha ship were already two boats of the
Malne with a few oillcera and men who were
rescuing their shiomates, The Alfonso XIT,,
pot far distant, bind also sent some of her hoats,
which were asalsting. Bome of the sallors who
were rescund wers taken to the Alfonso XIL,
others to the Cliy of Washington, some to
Regla, the stoamahip Colon, and to the whart of
the Machina, It {s marvelious how some of
them could swim, as they were nearly all
very severely hurt. One man had both legs
ftractured, another had an ankle shattered, and
neatly all were severely burned, All of them
received the best possible attention wherever
they were takon,

Thesanltary corpsof the Fire Department, as
well a8 of the Enanish marine corps, stationed
themselves nt the Machina and there gave the
firnt medical attention to the men as they were
brought In. After receiving treatment the men
wore carried In litters or ambulances to the hos-
pital of S8an Ambroslo or to the Alf XIL

The Malne {mmediately after the explosion be-
gai Lo burn fercely. Every fow minutes a shell
would burst, seattering the burning ddbris all
around,

Notwithstanding the imminent danger of
belng struck, a boat of the Maine was constantly
wneirellng the ship Jooking for any one who
might ba in the water, A few firemen got on
board and resoned two sailors. One of the fire-
men had his clothes and halr burned.

Although over 200 men were still on board,
polasound of a living belng could be detected
oaibsshin. Just then an officer on one of the
Muine boats approached the ship, and with &
volos that could be heard far away in the still-
nest of Lhe night called out:

“If there 18 any one living on board, for God's
sako pay sol"

All waited for an answer, but none came, save
theechofrom thoshore. Seelng that it wasuseless
1o try to save any more near tho vessel, which
was already the fron coffin of hundreds of nen,
the reporter departed from the scene and went
H!h ?‘:i the City of Washington, where Capt.

was,

Thefaceof the Captain showed the mental
saflering he was undergoing, and although he
was burned about the head hanever complalned,
When he was nsked about the cause of the ex-
ploslon be said:

"I cannol tell you, All was right on board,”
be continued. “The men bad just retired. The
keysof the magazine were all in my room,"

A llttle while after that Consul Lee and Vies-
Cousul Springer arrivod, and, after having
::-“a":ﬂ'.h thom, Capt. Sigsbee shut himself in
hﬂ.m‘uu;“::mm’ on the City of Washing-
City of W ‘hl fce any one ¢lse, On board the
il Ashington were soveral officers and
e : ul:ure only their underclothing, haviog

® to dress themsel ves,
mlhu the Washington the reporter went to
mPlllluN. where ull the authorities both civil
military had congregated around Gen,
s mi":‘ Feporter was going up the steps
'!Ndhcu:;nor;“m agroup of officers who

i ml.t'ur l;:rcinlwnt. Oneof thom sald:
i Ing the war that we all

“Aut'lho Palnce everybody sald that the eauss
m-uplulon Wau the bursting of a torpedo
2 oue of the Maine's mon was cleaning, This
8 ataurd, Everybody knew that no torpe-
" are ever cleaned at 10 o'clock al night,
Eul mAny rumors are clreulating concorn-
o @ catine of tho exploslon, The most prevas
one [s that o small torpedo was placed
l‘::h“ the vessel. und that concusalon caused
m"lvlmlon of the guncotton in ane of the
- mu l;n. Thin theory secws to be sustained
Ilwu' At that there were two distinct explo-
e r.h1 Lie first waa not very loud,
- © morning the by was sawarming with
0b:~:uu searching for the bodies, About ten
™ N found foating in the water at 9 o'clock,
] wll.:uluwn and doors of many bulldings
- dn:u. :r were shattered, The (afé Luz
L t;‘ ; 10 the extenc of §3,000, The
% “l:r ok of the Maine that was still
B wu_n like the crater of & voleano,
Stil amoking nt 10 o'clock this morning,

m::]:r(:'nwuk I8 with the wouggded at the
ey 'ﬂ.:r Lie Maine Laa 354 souls uboard, al}

¢ Were 100 wurvivors, ‘fhe 8
- A & Spanish
ullh:;::;:n]mu thiv morning that the bodles

616 were found., 1'le

U‘T.}mt-n. nnd Merrity, Y arvAuppond
o 'l.l-;.;l wouadea four will certainly dle. A
ik O aro held here to {dentify bodies,

O“llmli bo seoured na oo as posslble,
WITGE wan saved. Havana Haoy usually

WA with g,
harkn, AL the -
oMo (hey wate il o sound of the ex

htoned aw ]
Wore Qlae ; ¥ ) away, Cannon
Wraing. arged all day keop them from re-
Th
tnlt:tll:".""- I e hospitals are hionring their
“h: “;-I[”I ,.‘J"]l L eatitage, Not s complaiot
L Pl ¢ e
Bhab tho m) Ol Ealk tght, and they bullove

Wik blawn up purposely,

FUNER Al AT HAVAN.,

e p, rbrascy
lilll" Pass Through Cliy Mall, Where
B or the Dang Lay iu Minte,

Havix,, Feh. 17
hlmmumu tramd g

At 3 o'clnck this afternoon
atherod fn

frout of the ¢
: 1o Clty
-~ IL:T': :—irun :\nuuum:ml thnt the funersl
Uoana 1 Hhe wictime of the )
':.:ld MEATL from this place, it S
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Wunicipal GG
only lhot "o dmant of Havana occu-

sl wide o
W“l called 1he I‘uinc:.L::l::]: ‘::d l‘h':“':::::
';‘I:::u&:‘ Of Lho Spanish UovernorGen-
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® bullding 1y Morcaderes sirest and
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O'Rellly streel Is on Lhe aist slde, The entrance
to the City Hall Is on Oblspo stroet, which la
00 nAFrow rur.lo groat a number of people as
gnthered there to-day,

The Plaga de Armas and all the surroundings
of the Palace were crowded with spectators of
all classes. Hopes were sirolched across Oblapo
and O'Hellly strests to prevent vehicles from
entering them,

It was known at 8 o'clock that twenty-two
bodien wero lylng 1o state at the Clty Hall, but
the news moon spresd that other bodles had
been rescusd by the divers who are searching
the bay by order of the Spaniab authorities.

Tue Sun's correspondent visited the hall
in which the twenty-lwo bodies lay in state,
Bo unwonted a spectacle will probably never bo
secn there agaln, The bodies of the voor Amer
lean sallors rested In the Palace of the
Epanlsh OQovernment In Cuba. The hall
wnas fllled with wreaths and flowen
nent by private corporations, banking and mer
oantile honses, and Cuban and Amerioan ladies,
There wore also wrontha sent by the Spanish
Army and Navy., The publle was allowed to
pass through the hall and see Lho bodies of the
victims, The utmost arder and decorum wis
obsarved,

The report that two of the wounded had dled
In San Ambroslo Hospital, and that Gon.
Blanco, in spite of the announcement made
yesterday, was not golug to participate In
the funeral, waa confirmed. Ansan explanation
of Gen, Blanco's declaslon it was sald that
tho anclent Inws of the Indles or Leyes de Indian,
a famous collection of royal decrees which tho
Kings of Spaln began to publish in the
fAifteenth  century, forbld the Captaine-
General of the colony personally partiel-
pating  In funerals of this kind, Gen,
Gonzalez Parrado, second in command, was ne-
cordingly to represent Gen. Blanco at the fu-
neranl, Consul-General Leo was notifled of the
fact and of the existence of the old Bpanish law,

But the Governor-General called last night on
Consul-Goneral Lee at the Hotel de Inglaterra
and expressed bis sympathetio feelings.,

When the correspondent left the City
Hall to inquire about the above ro-
ports he rocelved information that elgh.
teen more bodles had been rescued by
the divera from the bottom of tho bay. A few
moments later ho learned that fifteen more had
also been rescued by the same divers. They
wore all placed in the City Hall with thoss Lhat
waera firat brought thero.

From early in the morning invitations to the
funeral were sent out by the munleipality of
Havana, which ts defraying all the expensou.
It was nanounced also throughout the city that
the Colonial Government, the military and navy
nuthorities, and tho battalions of volunteors
and firomen were golng to particlpate in the
funeral,

RECOFERING THE DEAD.

The BHodice Are Found All Arennd the Sheres
of the Bay.

Havana, Feb, 17—6 A. M.—Bo faronly twenty-
one bodles bave been recovered out of the 250
odd mon on tho battleship Maine who perished
as a result of tho explosion.

Theso bodies have been recoversd at various
points in and nlong the ahores of the bay. Elght
waere found at Regla, a little town opposite this
eity; five drifted ashore st Casa Blanca, another
village; one body was recovered at Talla Piedra,
and seven were secured in tho bay itself. Two
boadless bodies have just boen taken to the
Morgue.

In addition to these, many fragments of bodles
have been found in the water In the neigh-
barhood of the shattered battlesbip.

Among the articles picked up which belonged
to the equipment of the Maine are several cases
containing sea charta, apparstus and clothing.
Theso have been taken to the Machine whartf,

Most of the mercantile houses In this city re-
oslved cable messages yesterday from their cor
respondents In Now York and other places, nsk-
ing for detalls of the disaster to the Maine, and
making especial inquiries as to the cause of
the explosion. No deflnite answer was given in
any case, the reply belng that mystery atill sur-
rounded the cause of the catastrophe.

Pedro Perol y Caballero, an officer of tho
Bpanish Navy, has been appointed by the naval
authorities a special Judge to make an investl-
gation Into the disaster.

THE WOUNDED IN HAVAKNA,

Miss Wilberforco'a Goutle Ministrations to the
Sulloring.

Havaxa, Feb, 17.—The wounded sre cared
for in the hospitals by Miss Wilberforoe, who
represents the Hed Cross Soclety. The noblo
work of this charitable woman is worthy of all
praise. She has not taken a moment of rest.
From one bed to another she brings consolation
and comfort to the hapless victims of the awful
calamity.

The Bishop of Havana, Don Manuel Santan-
der y Frutos, who s popular among the Cuban
population on account of his wanly protests
ugainst Weyler's warfare when noone darod
here to oppose the terrible Captain-General, has
alno vislted the American wounded,

CALLERS ON GEN, LER

A Groat Many People of Havana Eipress
Thelr Sympathy.

Havaxa, Feh, 17.—Capt. Bigsbee and the
other officers of the battloship Malue who
bave remained here bave Laken rooms at the
Hotel Inglaterrn, Every one of them, when
guestionod, says he does not know the cause of
tho explosion.

Gon. Loe received yesterday o large number of
callers, who came to express condolence. Many
of theso visitors wore women.

The public and other buildings in Havana dls-
played fings at half mast, Theso flags will Ay
at half mast until after the burial of thoe vie
tims, which will take place at 8 o'clock this af-
ternoon.

NO APANISH DIVERS WANTED,

Consul-Gienernl Loe Waon't Lot Them Bulor the
KHull of the Maler,

Havaxa, Fab. 17.—Consul-General Loe bhas re-
fused to nocept the services of Hpanish divers,
ns offered by Admiral Manterols, to assistin the
work of recovoering tho bodies of the American
sullors which are still in the hull of the Malne,

It is belloved thiat many bodies will be found
within the vesuel's hull.

Gen, Loe will do nothing with the wreck
pending the arrival of the American court of
inguiry,

WRECKING TUG NOT BENT,

Ne Orders Wet from Washiungten te €n le
Try Ls Balse (he Malne.

The Merritt & Chopan Wrecking Company
had not sent a wrecking tug to Havana up to 1
o'clock this morning, and no notification to do
#0 hiad been received in thiscity. Thiscompany
was one of the first to offer 1o dismantlo the
sunken Malne, or to try to ralse her if such athing
should seem possible, and it was reported from
Washington that the company hod veen di-
rocied to send vessols 1o do prollminary work of
saving wproperty perimining to the warhbip,
Onpt. David Woleott of the wrecking tug L J.
Morritt had bis vessel vead ™ to snll sarly yester-
day afternoon, but got no ordoers,

Mr. Merritt sald yestorday afiernoon that the
pompany kuew no more about the condition of
the Maine than had been printed in the papers,
but that he stood ready to try and raise hor
anyway, and bad so notified the Navy Depart-
ment.

Nething to Egual bt

There i nhnlnug o 40 equil the luxw
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VIZCAYA DUE HERE TO-DAY

4 BUAT PATROL TO QUARD THE
SPANISH CRUINER.

Admiral Buson Aske for the Police Wealk te

THE BOARD OF INQUIRY.,

Capt. Bampesn at [ta Head—Praf. Alger an the
Cawer of the BExplesien,
Wasnixoron, Feb, 17.—In order to facilitate
the selection of the oMeers to compose Lhe
Doard of Tnquiry into the disaster of Lie Maine,
anid Lo suve Admiral Sioard any possibla smbar-
nl, Hecretary Long to-day telegraphed the

Melp—Vinonyn Will Probably Anoch in
the Worth Miver—Mor ®@Moera Will Pary the
Maror a Visit of Conrtray with the Spanish
Consvtl-Goneral, and Ofor Thelr Condol-
omoes om (he Bleaster (o the Malme.

The Epanish armored orulser Vieoaya will
doubtiess enter this harbor to-day,

The Navy Deapartment has taken steps to have
A sultable guard nof patrol boats established
aboul her while abe i hore and has anked the
police to lend the Patrol and asuffeient number
of policomen for the anme purpose. The officers
of the Vizeaya will come ashore nnd pay a visit
of compliment Lo the Mayor, according to eatab-
Hahed custom,

Lieut. Alexander 8harp, Jr,, U, 8. N,, with an.
other officer In an enslgn’s uniform, and a third
man, who looked like a Bpaniard, called at
Police Headquarters last night, They wanted
to nee Chlef McCullagh, but he had gone home,
so they were reforred to Capt. Vredenburgh,
who was In charge,

Liout. Sharp said that he was attached to the
office of Theodore Roosevelt, Assistant Seore-
tary of the Navy, and that he had just come
over from the Navy Yard at the request of
Admiral Bunce, to nask for a detall of
pollcemen to help guard the Viscays, He
sald  that the Admiral had arranged
to keep two tugs full of marines
nlongaide the Vizcaya while ahe was In this port,
and wanted to know whether the local author-
itles would ansalat in the work of protecting the
Bpaniard by detalling the police boat Patrol o
lie alongeide. Ho also wanted polloemen to
puard tho Vizoaya's officers and men when
they came ashore.

Capt. Vrodenburgh told the officers that he
bad no authority to grant Admiral Bunce's
request, and advised thom to mee Uhlet MoCul-
lagh this morning, Lieut, Sharp rang up both
the Chief and Deputy Chief Cortright on the
telephone from Police Headguartors, but they
were not at home,

The oMcors and thelr companion then went to
Jersey City to consult the police there.

At thenavy yard Admiral Bunce would not
tell of his preparations to guard the Spaniard.

The Spaniah Consul, Seflor Arturo Baldesano,
sald last ovening:

“1 expeet the Vieccaya In to-morrow, and I
have consoquently sent word to the muthori-
tles announclng the usual visit of courtesy,
which I will pay them with the commander
and ofMicers of the cruiser. We will express
also to the authorities our condolences for
the bhorrible disaster that befell the Maline
at Havana, Sofaras I know there isno truth
in the published reports that orders will be con-
veoyed to the Vizeaya not to enter this harbor.
Up to this time I have heard of no such orders.”
This was nt 7 o'clock Inst night.

1t was sald last nigbt by an offiecr on the an-
chorage cutter Manhattan that she had orders
to go down to the Hook and meet the Span-
ish battleship Vizeaya, In case she should be
sighted, and anchor outside the bar. Capt. Stod-
dard of the Manhattan said in the afrernoon that
bedid not see why the cuttershould goto the
Vizeays and take her to anchorage. That was
the duty of the Sandy Hook pilot who might
bring her in. Other visiting war vesscls
bave found anchorage without the assiat-
ance of the Manhattan. Her duty Is to
see that all eraft keep outside of the channels
while In port. 1f they anchor in tho falrway it
i the duty of the eutter to help them to anchor-
age grounds if they are unable to get there
without great trouble to themsolves.

The chances are that the Vizcaya will go to
the usual North River anchorage off the foot of
Twenty-eighth strect,

There were reports last night that the crulser
had been seen off the New Jersey coast coming
north, but the watchers at the life saving sta-
tions did not see her.

The Vizcaya in & twin-screw armored crulser
of 7,000 tons displacement. She is 340 feet
long and 65 feet in beam, and her indicated
horss power is 13,000, She has a 12-inch belt of
armor on her sldes and 10% Ioches of steel on
the barbette, She carries two 11-inch rapld-
firlng guns, ten B-lnch rapld-firing guns, one
machine gun and fourteen guns of lesser cali-
bre. Heor espoed s 20 knots an hour,
The Vizcayas was launched In 1881, Her
cost was $3,000,000, She left Las Palias,
Canary Islands, on Feb. b, bound for New York,
under the command of Capt. D. Antonlo Eulate.
The Malne had left Key West for Havaun on
Jan.24. The Vizcaya carries s total complement
of 402 men, and the oflicers said to beaboard her
besides Capt. Eulate are Commander Roldan,
Lisutenant-Commander De Fuentos, Liouts
Suances, Ristorl, Magaz, Pazos, and Cugoe, Bub-
Llgute. SBobrino, Goneales, and Manjon, Purser
Urdapillets, Drs, Jurada and Tornell, Chaplain
Riora, Captain of Marines Baleato, and Chlef
Englneer Fontela.

The Viscaya is one of the erack modern eruls-
ers of the Spanlah Navy, bolng one of the thres
slster shipe bulll seven years ago at Bllbao, The
other two are the Infanta Maria Teresa, well
known In these waters, and the Almirante
Oquendo,

ESTRADA FPALMA IN TAMNMPA,

The Hoad of the Cuban Justa Gives Mis Views
on the Maias Blasster.

Taura, Fla, Feb. 17.—T. Estrada Palma,
head of the Cuban Junta, arrived In Tampa to-
night on the steamship Olivette from Key Went,
He has boen there for a week consuliing with
the prominent Cuban sympathizers rolative to
ways and means for ralsing funds for the Insur-
gent cause, He roports every conditlon favorable
and he Is woll satiefled with bis trip. He will
remaln in Tampa for & few dayson asimilar
misston, and will deliver lectures to ralse funds,
At Lhe steamer he was met by a delegation of
several hundred Cubans, headed by Col, F,
Figuerado, delegato of the Junta In Tampa, and
wan cacorted Lo Lhe Iatter’s home, where he will
remain during bis slay bere.

An slaborate celsbration bad bheen prepared
by the Cubaus here In bonorof SBehor Palma's
r{uil. but on account of the destruction of the
Maine and the burisl of the men killed in the
explnsion the celebration waa declared off, To-
night Sefor Plldnu was seon by THe BUN cor-
respondent, and talked briefly on the destruc-
tion of the Maine. Ho sald:

“* As the hend of the Cubian party in the United
States [t would not be the proper thing for me
toexpress myself too freely, but I have a very
slrong ldr at ﬂflnlib ruchnrf was al the
bottom of the affalr. A number of trustworthy
and experienced naval men have demonstruted
o lnf satiefaction that such an pecurrence
would bave boen lmpossible from ordinary
causon, and I think an lnvestigation wll?d.mnn-
slrate Lhe truth of my susplici

11t ie disclosed thal the
sponaible, then all relations
Hinten and Bpain should ceass st once. The
matter ln ur{ dellcate, but an lmmedinte
and thorough nvelll*nlfﬂn phould be made
by this Government, The Cuban cause cannot
suffer by the ineldent In mny event, und it Iy
more thau probable that it will umﬂf by 11,
The ocourrence (s greatly deplored by “the
Cubans of Lhe entire country, Cuban Aags
nre at hall mast in respect to the dead sailors.”

Tampa has been 1 wild a state of exeltement,

-]

ne.
Spaniards are re
tween the Unlted

In inany parts of the city buslness was practl-
cully suspended und companies of voluntesrs
were balnw formed Lo go 1o Cuba in the event of
o declaration of war by the United Hintes,

Hellef for the fufferam,

Wasminorox, Feb, 17,—~Mr, MeClellan of New
York to-day futroduced aresolutlon (o the House
to provide rellef for the sufferers by the Maine
divaster. It suthoriees the payment to the

widow, children, and other legal Leirs of esch
viotim of s sum equai twelve months' pay,
This provision was o
who losk thel uruuln

i

Bamoa, March 4, agg &t.l 'u:l 5 Apl:’
the survivors wil proy for, it {s sup-
R

Admiral suggesting that Capl. William T, Samp-
won, commanding the ITowa, and Capt. French K,
Ohadwick, commanding the New York, be ap-
pointed metnbers, with Lisutenant-Commander
Adolph Marix of the recelving ship Vermont as
Judge-Advooate, Admiral Bloard, who Is at
Koy West on the New York, promptly responded
in a message, saying he had selected these
ofMeers and Lieutenant-Commander Potter, ex-
epcutive officer of the New York, Capt. Bamp-
son will be Prosident and Lieutenant-Con-
mander Marlx Judge-Advooate, The Iatter left
Washington to-day for Key West, whence ho
will procved immediately afier his arrival to
Havana,

Btronger and mare competent selections could
bardly bhave been made. Capht. Bampson wae
chist of the Bureau of Orduance for several
yoars and Is familinr with the wse of torpedoos
and the resistance of explosives to heat, De-
sides, he Is n man of positive conviotions and
has the thorough confidence of the naval admin-
{stration., Capt. Chadwick was until recently
chlef of the Buresu of Equipment, and
as such knows all about the possl-
bilities of spontaneous combustion in coal
bunkers and the character of the coal
used on the Malne. Lieutenant-Commandsr
Marix was exooutive oMoer of the 11l-fated yes-
sol, and fe familiar with her construction from
stem to stern, As Ld Commander Marix
cannot reach Key West until to-morrow night,
the board will not be able to start for Havana
until Baturday morning. They will bagin thalr
inquiry at once, and authority has been
given them to employ divers and spare no
exponso in getting at the truthof the cause of
the disaster. Much doubt Is expressed as to
their abllity to get at the facts on account
of the condition of the fors partof the Maine,
According to onoof hor officers, har entire fore
body bas collapsed. Divers may discover some-
thing to indicate how the battleship bhad met
her fato, but as the magazines appear o have
exploded, thero is a gonoral bellef that nothing
on which to base a tangible theory will be dis-
covered.

Capt, Sigabee and his oficers are keening thelr
mouths shut tightly about the disaster. They
are glving no views ans tothe causs or probable
cause. Undoubtedly the officers have been told
to do so by Capt. Bigsbes, who Is techni-
cully responsible for the loss of the
Maine and I8 dependent on the verdict of
the Board of Inguiry for his exonoration
from any blame. In none of his ofelal
despatches has Capt. Bigabee expressed any
opinion as to what caused her destruotion, This
cautious proceeding is justifled by the courtesy
which Capt. Sigsbeo must show the Board of In-
qulry. Itisalso not Inconsistent with the sug-
gestion that Caot Slgsboe suspects treachery,
though he has not sent a word to that effect to
the Navy Department,

The theorr expressed yosterday In naval
clrcles that the explosion came from within the
Maine remains practically unchanged to-day in
the absence of any tangible information, Mr,
Philip Alger, professor of mathematics In the
navy, who was at one time a line offleer and ls
now detalled as an expert In ordumnce
matter at the department, expressed him-
self at longth on the subject to-day. Hlis opin-
fon is yaluable on account of his experience In
dealing with exploslves.

ternal cause. Commnon sense can accept no such
theory. The only reason that such an oninlon is
held at all s that tho accldent happened at this
time in the harbor of Havana, Bensiblemen, in
pecking an explanation of an ocourrence
of this sort, prefer to consider those caunses
which are probable, rather than those which are
ifmprobable. A torpedo or mine would not have
exploded the Maine's magazine. Beveral thick-
nesses of sleol plates and bulkheads intervened
between the outer hull and the mnagazine. A
torpedo or mine would simply bave done the
usunl work of such a weapon—torn s hole in
the hull, through which the water would have
poured in and caused the ship to sink at once,
The faot that there was o terriflo explosion,
heard all over the city, foll d by nire, disp

of the torpedo theory. Most of the force of an
exploding torpedo [s expendod under water, and
the characteristio sound fsa dull roar, In my
opinion the causo of the disastor was tho explo-
slon of the magaxine from within, There Is
constant danger of such an sccldent, and al-
though our navy has never lost a ship in
that manner, other navies have, and there have
been several occasions when such a disaster Lo s
United States ship was prevented just In the
nlck of time by flooding the magaziue with
water. In the case of the Malne, a flre may
bave originated In the contiguous coal bunkers
and grown until the heat was sufflclent to cause
the exploaion in the magazine, This mighthave
bappened in spiteof the close and careful watch
thiat every warship's commandaoris Instructed
to keep In order to preveot just such & disaster,'*

As to the theory that somebody smuggled a
bomb on board and succeeded In reaching the
magazine with it, Prof. Alger regards thut as
too wildly improbable to be serlously conald-
ered. *Such a person,” he says, “srmed with
a bomb of sufficlent proportions to explode the
magazioe, carefully protected asit was, could
hardly have secured sccess to the vitals of the
ship. Iam certaln that fire from within, orig-
Inating In pome one of many possible ways, ox-

loded the magazine and caused the disuster.”

P Another officer suggested to TB}: BON reporter
that it would be well to take llterally Capt.
SBigsbee's advloe about the suspension of publio
ml‘mion and not to indulge in the view that an
aceldent caused Lhe dieaster untl o board of
fnquiry made ite report. Ho sald it might be
interpreted into s reflection on the reputations
of the Maine's officors to say that an ageident,
which presumed carelessness, was st the bot-
tom of the terrible affalr.

A wlld report, EUTWTUBI to come from Ha-
vann, that divers hnd dis overed an elghi-inch
concunilon bolo fn the hull of the Malne was
circulated around Washiogton to-day, und was
croedited in some quarters, That IL was untrue
wis proved by a despatch from Capt, Sigsbos,
recoived late this afternoon, "'”"3’! that div-
ing operations had beon preven by rough
wenthor, Tuls wus only one of tho slarming ru-
wors that were given esurrency,

\&r and rumors of war wers In the alr with-
out any tanglble foundation, ‘They grew out of
the fake storics printed In sensationsl news.

apers, It is undoubledly true that the Admin.
rltnl!un. despite ita officlal expresslon of opln.
fon that the loss of the Msaine wus duo to an
aceldent, in not Hutlensly overlooking the suspi-
clous fuct Lhat tho destruction of the wagnif.
cont armor-ciad ocourred In Havans bharbur, of

Il places. at this critioal period in the relations
Bulwnn Spain and the Unlied Siates, While
no sctive proparations ruf‘umutluz AN elnergency
are being made, there have beoen discussions
wmong the bigher officials with s view to fecing
any issue thal may ariso as o result of Lhe re-
R:rl,ol the Board of Inquiry, The fact that

orotary Long was requosted Lo come to the
White House by the Prosident this afterncon is
nob strange, but so streined ls public feeling
that it Is regorded ws signifloant, More sig-
nificant, perbaps, s the vislt pa to-day
by Acting Becretary of War  MelkleJobn
10 Hegrelary l..muk and his  subsequent
eill on Presidont McKinley, The seemingly lu-
nocent plece of informution that Mr, A uitlu-
John would leave Washinglon on Hatupday
night for Fort Monroe losee Secrotary J\f ar,
who s convalesclng there, inviles Ipmq”. an
In connection with tho Acting Secretary's cally
on the "'resblent and the secrelary of the Nuvy.

The Board of Ordounie and Fortdfications,
which Is buldlug ite monihly mesting ln Wasgh.
Ington, has decided to prowong te sessjons, and
rumor hus It that this action bas been taken in
order that the board may be ready tar business
{1 Capt, Sapmpsan and hisbrotherofficers, wha are
fuing tl;"q‘lnlfo 'l'i"‘f":u'.',';'ﬁr‘f'.'.‘n'l" ludllu-

(3] 1] r {11 2 au q
Jrfaull.p'l..;ln ﬁ?l Ii.lutlleuhl ‘s lil«ll.ml:.‘l.inl.l.n H'Il"l::l:
Board of Orduspnce and Fortdflcations makos

llutments of arms apd ammunition for coast
3.:.,;:... and woul an lmporiant y ln
War.
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SPALN DISAVOWS DE LOME.

THE SUN'S ANNOUNOEMENT ON TUES-
DAY I8 OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED.

B haind -

of the Ish Government's Nete
Cablied by Minlster Weoodlorda—it Io a Com-
plots Blanvewal of the Canslejas Latter—
The W gtom A atlon

WasminaToN, Fob, 17.—~President McKinley
receivod from Minlster Woodford at Madiid
todny the Spanish Government's formal die-
avowal of Dupuy de Lome's letter to Befior
Cannalojns, which resulted In the Minister's
renignation and his abrupt departure from the
United States. The disavowal s In the form of
& cablegram from Minister Woodford, dated
Fob. 17, giving an abstract of tho Spanish
Government's note, handed to him Iast avening,
On Monday evening last Minister Woodford
notified the President that the disavowal was
forthcoming, and it was on the baais of this
notifieation that TurBuN exolualvely published
the faoct that Presldent MoKinley suthorized
the announcement that the incident was closed.
This announcement s repoated to-day., The
President and the Administration ofcials ox-
pross thomsolves as entirely satisfled with
Bpaln's " disclalmer,” and the controversy is
endod. Tho abstract of the Spanish note is an
follown:

*The Bpanish Government, on learning of the
Incident in which Minister Dupuy de Lome was
concerned, and being advised of his objectlon-
ablo communication, with entire sincerity la-
ments the incldent which was the cause of the
interview with the Minister, and atatos that
Minister do Lome bad presented his resignstion
and it had been scoopted before the presen-
tation of the matter by Minlster Woodford.
That the Bpanish Minlsiry, in acoepting the
roalgnation of a functionary whose services
they have besn utllizing and valulog up to that
Uime, leave it perfectly well established Lbat
they do not share and rather, on the contrary,
disauthorize the eriticlams tending to offend or
censurs tho chisf of a friendly State, although
such oriticlsms had been written within the fleld
of friendship &nd had reached publicity by art-
ful and eriminal means. That this meaning had
taken shape Inaresclution by the council of
Ministers before Gen. Woodford presented
the matter and at a time when the Epanish Gov-
ernment had only vague talegraphle reports
concerning the sentiments nlluded to. That the
Bpaniah nation, with equal and greater reason,
affirms {ts vlew and decislon after readlog the
words contalned in the lotter reflecting upon
the President of the United States.

“*As to the paragraph concerning the dealra-
bllity of negotiations of commercial relations, it
even for affect, and Importance of using a repre-
sentative for the purpose stated in Befior Dupuy
de Lome's letter, the Goveroment expresses
concern that in tHe light of its conduect, long
after the writing of the letter, and in view of the
unanswerable testimony of pimultansous and
subsequent facts, any doubt should exist that
the Bpanish Government has given proof of its
roal desire and of Its Innermost convictions with
respact Lo the new commercial aystem and the
projected treaty of commerce,

“That the Spanish Government does not now

or it necessary to lay stress upon or to
demonstrate anew the truth and sincerity of Its
purposs and the unstained good faith of its in-
tentions,

**That publicly and solemnly the Government
of Bpain contracted before the mother country
and its colonies & responsibility for the political
and tariff changes which (£ has insuguratsd in

mestic and fnternational spuéres, It pursnes
with firmpess which will ever inspire its con.
duct.”

Gen, Woodford also sent this cablegram to-

il * Mapmip, Feb. 17, 1808,
“ To Secretary Sherman, Washington:

*Havo just recelved official communication
from Spanish Minister of Forelgn Affairs that
the Queoan Regent has to-day algned decree ap-
pointing Befior Polo ¥ Bernabéd Minister from
Spain to the United States, He isason of Ad-
miral Polo, formerly Minister-in-Chief of the
Commercial Bureau in Spanish State Depart-
ment. Speaks English, and s familiar with
commercial affalrs. Was Becretary of Legation
st Washington when his father was Minister.

" Wooprorn,”

HOW THR ITWO OFFICEES DIED,

Gen. Biance Oere a Fablic Funeral to the
Dead fallors and 1 Is Acceplod.

WasHiNagTON, Feb, 17.—The first detalls of
the manner in which Lisut, Jenkins and Assis-
tant Engincer Merritt mot thelr deaths came
from Consul-General Lee in a despatch to the
State Department this afternocon, Merritt was
noarly saved. Gen. Leo's sccount follows:

“Merritt in junior ofMoeers’ mesaroom, Jonking
[n wardroom messroom at time of explosion,
Jenkins loft before an officer who was saved,
but must have gone wrong way. Lights outim-
mediatoly and water rushing in. Merritt got to
hateh with Cadet Boyd. Boyd climbed threugh
and tried to pull Merritt up, but laiter let go
his hand, fell back, and was drowned. Bodles
of theso officers not yot found; posalbly in wreck,
Ballors’ funeral to-day st 3. Wil be {mmense
procession.”

Oneof the saddest things about the terrible
disastor Is that the bodles of the dead will not
be broughbt back to this country for laterment.
They will bo buried In Havana. This decision
was caused largely by sanitary reasons and
partly on sccount of the fact that many of
the bodles are unrecogulzable. There is no
fund for paylog the funeral expenses of sallors
who dle abroad, and It will be necessary to got
a special approprintion for the purpose,

‘I'ho following telegram telling of funeral mr-
rangements was received by Becretary Long
this afterncon from Capt. Slgebee:

* Gen, Blanco ealled on me porsonally at the
hotel last night, also the Mayor of the city. They
have requested me to permit the Government Lo
give s public burlal to the dend already found,
in order that public sympatby here may be ex-

pressed theroby, aud honor shown the
dead, Ground for burial bas been se-
cured, It s mssumed that I am exs

peuted by tho department to bury Lthe dead here.
In fact, it would be lwpracticable to transport
tho reniaios to the United States, Meuns snd
facilitios ure lacking. I have nccepted the offer
of the nuthorities, and there will be a public
funeral st 3 o'clock to-day. All here from the
Maine will go, also & delegation from the Fern,
Fitteen bodles rocoversd. Diviog operations
prevented by rough westher."

This reply was sont by Becretary Long:

“Tolegram recelved and actlon spproved,
Ezxpress to Captain-eneral Hlanco and to the
Mayor and people of Havana the thanks of the
depsrtment and it approciation of thelr actlon
io extending the honnrs you have reported to
thone lost on board tho Malne,"

All duy long elerks of the Bureau of Naviga-
tlon were kepl busy metting up corrected lots of
the survivors and victims snd sending out tele
grams in answer to frantie Inquiries sbout wen
who wers on the battieship. The depariment was
fortuuately able to relleve many bheartaches by
ascortaining that s number of ppprentices and
soeamen who had heen ordered Lo e Maine were
notsent Lhere, sud are now aboard Lhe Texas and
the Dotroit. To all inguiries as Lo men nol on
the list of the saved the Navy Department sent
answers that these sallors sud mierines were
probably lost. Two lelegrams wore sont to Capt,
Bigabes telllug Lilm to burry up the list of saved
betore a reply was received. It was not untll
nearly 8 o'clock in tho aflernocon that his first
telogram of the day came, sud Lthis gave rise to
the report that Lhe cable bolween Key West and
Havans hed been out Noexplaunation of the
interruption to communioation wes furnished
the departments

| both Antilles, the naturai ends of whioh, t5dos.

THE MAINE A TOTAL WRECK,

But the Gavernment Will Net Allow Wer Mulk
te Mamain in Mavass Harber,

Wasmmwarox, Fob. 17.—The conelusion le rap-
1d1y foreing (tself on the Navy Department that
the Maine s & total loga. Corroboration of this
was glven to-day (o a telegram from Hear Ad-
miral Sleard to the Nary Department;

“In the opinion of Lisut. John Hood of the
Maine, who bas just returned from Havana,"
wired the Admiral, “the Malne can never again
be utllixed as a ship, Ho desoribes the whole
forebody of the ship as completely collapmed,
where the shook of the exploalon was heaviest,
Photograph of wreck sent departmant to-day
by mafl"

The Government will not st the sunken hulk
remain In the channel of Havana harbor. It
will ba & matter of natlonal pride to remove the
wreck no matier what the cost, No favors will
be asked from Spain In taking the wreck from
her presont position, where it Is & menace to
navigation. When the Lord Howe went
down in the harbor of Lisbon the Britlsh
Government spared neither money nor effort
in removing every vestige of tho wreck, Yestor:
day the Navy Department sent telegrams to
wrooking companies inviting proposals for rals-
ing the Malne. BSince the veceipt of Lisut.
Hood's opinlon it has been decided to secure
opinions as to the advisabllity of attempting to
save what 1s left of the ahip, and this afternoon
telegrams were sont to officers of the Merritt
Wreoking Company of New Yorkand the Boston
Towboat Company to come to Washington for
& conference on the subject.

It in worthy of note that the Navy Department
had intended to relleve the Malne from her duty
of protecting American interests in Havana on
the very day she was destroyed, She was to
have been sent to the Mardl Gras celebration ap
Noew Orleans and a small crulser sent to take
hor place {n the Cuban barbor. This order was
nover lsstuod, as the department declded that
the Maine should remain as & precautionary
m o B ry Loug repeated to-day his
statoment of yesterday that another vessel
would not be sent to take the place of the Malne
*for the present.”

The President will send a specinl message to
Congress aaking an appropriation of $200,000
for raising or removing the Maline and for other
expenses connected with the disaster,

THE DISASTER IN OONGRESS.

Bemater Allom of Nebraskn Propeses am Ime
vestigntionm by the Naval Committos,

WasniNGTON, Feb, 17.—~In the Benato this
morning, Mr. Allen (Pop., Neb.) offered tho
following:

Resolved, That the Committes on Naval Affalrs be
directed to ruake Immediate and thorough inquiry
into the canse of the destruction of the battleship
H¥alne in the harbor of Havans, and to report the re-
sult of the same to the Senato.

Mr. Hale (Rop.. Me.), Chatrman of the Com-
mittee on Naval Affaire, sald that he had no
objection to the resclutlon being sent to that
commlittes, but that the executlve branch of
the Government was Investigating the matter
and had all the moans and applisnces of getting
at the real truth as to that melancholy event.
The Becrotary of the Navy was engaged In that
work and was using every means at his disposal
to gel at the truth, He did not know that the
Committee on Naval Affalrs conld of itself do
very much excopt to act through the depart-
mopt and get the Information. Assoon as the
Becrotary of the Navy got it he could of course
communicate {t to Congress,

Mr., Allen sald that ho wanted the resolution
adopted. Senators who were not members of

the Committee on Nayal Affalrs ox of %
iEteo on Forelgn mmmawu y
formation as to what was golog on. Thoy were

as rigldly excluded ss though they were not
United States Senators. He would llke to know
what progress was being made in the lnquiry as
to that unfortunate disaster. He would like to
huve the resolution adopted without any de-
bate. He did not wish to engage in any dls-
cussion of the matter.

Mr. Chandler (Rop.,, N. H.)—I object to the
consideration of the resclution.

Mr. Hale—That will carry it over for the day.

Mr. Allen—Then it will disappear for twenty-
four hours.

The resolution went over,

FOREIGN COMMENT,

Further Expression of ¥Views om the Havana
Catastrapho.
Special Cable Dezpatoh to Tun Svw,

Lowpox, Feb, 17.—The Loodon evening newns
papers to-day again discuss the destruction of
the United Btates warship Maino, and all urge
suspension of judgment until the canse of the
disaster shall become known. The Globe says:
*The mysterious clroumsiances are certain to
suggest to our minds that something more than
sn sot of God sent one of the finest American
warships to the bottom. If it wasa wilful act
the person committing it must have done so
upon his own initiative and with the view of in.
juring the Bpanish cause.”

The 5¢. James Gasette says that the restraint
of the Americans In passing judgment upon the
affair is all the more oreditable in view of the
relations existing between Spain and the
United Btates,

THANKED BY

Tho Helplul ol B k Sallors in Havann
Bay Duly Ackuswlsdgod.
Special Cable Dezpatoh fo Tum Suw,

Maonip, Feb, 17.—Unlted States Minister
Woodford and the attachés of the Legation this
afternoon visited Admiral Bormejo, Minlster of
Marine. Minister Wooedford, on behalf of the
United States, thanked him for his and the
Cablnet's expressions of eympatby In connsction
with the catasirophe In Havana Bay, and for
the humarity of the officers and sallors of the
Bpsolsh warabip in helpiog in the rescue of the
survivors,

After hils visit to the Ministry of Marine Gen.
Woodford visited Befior Gullon, Minlster of
Forelgn Affairs, and Hofior Moret, Minister of
the Colonloes,

FIOTORIA'S BYMPATHY,

GEN. WOODFORD,

fhe and Lerd Salisbury Cable Mossages of
Coudelence.
Speaial Cable Deapateh te THE RoN,

Loxpon, Feb, 17.—~The Queen and Prime Min-
{ster Ballsbury, the latter on behall of the Gov-
ernment, have sot saldo dipl tlo precedont
nod telograpbed direct to Washington messages
expressing profound sympathy with the Amori-
eap Uovernment nnd netlon because of the
Maloe disastor,

Ausihor Hpanish Theary.
Special Cable Despatoh to THE Bon,

Mapnio, Feb, 17,~The Commander-in.Chief
of the Bpanish navy, lo an loterview to-day upon
the subject of Lthe dismster to Ltho Maine, said;

*The Muine bad on board n new exploslve in
the preparation of which gun cotton, msnufac-
tured by a special process adopted In February,
1807, was ewployed. Explosives of this
description are very dangerous, the least frio-
tion cousing an explosion. I believe that the
destruotion of the Maine wan due Lo that cause.””

Fure Fabrications.

WasmmnoToN, Feb 17.—~It can be stated on
the bighest authority that the alloged (nterviews
publishoed this morning quoting Heerelary Long,
Asalstant-Bocretary loosevelt and other Ad-
minlstration officers an saylug that they believea
the explosion on the Maine not to be the result
of au accldent are pure fubrications.

Whatever the Administration officers may
bave thought, they have not sald that the ex-
ploalon was caused by design, and they desire
to repudiste s utterly false sil alleged inter-
views which report them sasaying Lbe explosion

was ot the result of sccident,

—

THE MYSTERY UNSOLVED,

ONLY THFEORIES AR T0 THE CAUSH
OF THE MAINE DISASTER.

A Board of Inquiry Appeinted and on s Way
(o Mavana 16 Ascorinin tho Farie-No Wape
Whip to Be Bent to Take the Flaos eof
the Mal Ne W for Niories
About Frerot and Sensatlonnl Bespalchre.

Wasmxorox, Feb, 17.—The myatery of the
sxplosion that destroyed the battieship Maine
In the harbor of Havana on Tuesiay night,
sending 200 gallant sailors to an untimely
death, s still unsolved. A board of naval
officera has bean appolnted to learn the truth,
It posaible, and It now soems probable that the
publie will ba compelled to walt untll their re=
port In received to know the facts. In the
meantimoe the President of the United ﬁu\uq.
the members of his Cablnet and the men whe
control the sentiment and aots of Congress, fol-
lowing the suggestion made by Capt, Sigabes,
of thoe {ll-fated ship, Immediately after the dis-
aster, are withholding thelr opinlon of {ta cause.
The President still hopes that the American
public will be equally forbearing, so that the in-
vestigation of the direful calamity may be pure
nued without prejudics, and controlled only by
o desire to learn the truth,

There is no foundation for the widely pub-
lished reporta that the President and the Secre-
tary of the Navy, or either of them, isin re-
colpt of secrot despatehes throwing light upen
the causes that wrocked the Maine. Oneof the
first acts of Presldent MoKinley, after rocely-
ing the startling despatches from FHa
vana in the gray dawn of yesterday, was
to voiee the hope that no official of the Govern-
ment would express an oplnion that would
needlessly add to the fll feeling already

existing in this country against Bpain,
and that the citlzens of the United
States generally would be patlent under
provocation and not make matters worse by 1=
advised comments upon a subject of which they
must necessarlly know very little. Preaident
McKinley yesterday directed that all despatches
recelved at the Navy Department ahould be
promptly made public, and this order has been
carried out. What the President and Socretary
Long know about the loss of the Malne the pub-
llo knows, and the Administration intends thas
this policy shall be earried out to the end,

Belng In profound ignorance, therefors, of the
sgency that ls responsible for the terrible ex-
plosion which destroyed the Maine and killed
her loyal sailors, the people of Washington are
still In & state of suppressed oxcitement, and
over the city bangs the shadow of the awful
ovent, which seems to grow more grave each
hour. In accordance with the President’s order
{saued Iast night, the flags of all the publio
bulldings flow at half-mast from early morn to-
day, and on many private resldences and
places of business the natlonnl colors
were displayed with the like sign of the nation's
mourning. Bocial events of an official
or seml-official charncter have been postponed
or abandoned, and the expressions of condolence
from the rulers of nearly all the countries of the
world are piled high upon the desk of the Seore-
tary of Bitate. Last night the President was to
bave given the fourth and last ot hia serles of
card and to-night ho was to have
rocoived the publio at the only function of the
soason to which all were wolcome with-
out Invitation. Both affalrs were aban-
doned, and to-nlght the President, instead
of shaking the bands of thousands of his fellow
citizens, {s sitting In his office, as he was last
night, recelving despatches, conferring with his
official advisers, and giving directions for the
purauit of the Inquiry Into tho causes of the
great disaster, making suggestions for the care
of the survivors, and mapping out the work of
the ofticials of the Administration,

During the two daya that President McKinley
and his Cabinet have glven to the consideration
of the detalls of the apalling event they have
been immeasurably relieved by tho knowledge
that the threatening friction between the
United States and Spaln caunsed by the incidend
which resulted in the abrupt resignstion and
departure from the United States of the Spanish
Minister, Dupuy de Lome, bad beon amicably
ndjusted In u manner satisfaclory to the
United Stntes and consistent with the
dignity and honor of the Presldent. On
Monday evening lnst a despatch was recelved
from Mr., Woodford at Madrid, indicating thas
Bpaln bad determined to disavow the letter of
Dupuy de Lome, and they have since walted pa-
tiently for the formal ratification of the Minls-
ter's despatch, It eame to-day, and to-nighs
thors lies on the President’s office desk, nmong
the mass of telegroms and other officlal
documents, a soccond telegram from Min-
ister Woodford, sent from Madrid to-day,
containing & full abstract of the note
handed him yesterday by the Spanish Gov-
ornment expresslng [ts rogret for Dupuy de
Lome's unfortunate sct and repudiating the
sentiments of his lotter to Sellor Canalejas, This
despateh closes finally the incident of the letter,
and as the indlscreet diplomat who wrote I8
salls away scross the ocean to Spain, the Admin-
fetration turns Its attention to the later Spunish
*“incidont,” calm in the bellef that at lenst one
great danger of war has boen put belind them.

A persistent attempt has been mndo to-day
ulso Lo spread abroad the bellef that beocause of
the suspicion which undoubtedly lurks (n the
minda of o great majority of the American peo-
plo that Spuin is In some way responsible for
the overwhelning calumity, therefors the Span.
feh man-of-war Vitcaya, now soproachiog the
harbur of Now York, will enter that port at
fta peril. It has even boen sald thay the
Epanish officials bavo warneil her of her danger
and directed her to turn back and avold onters
lug any port of the United Hiates, There js ne
truth ionll this. The Svanish war vessel has the
game rlebt 1o visit the portsof the United Statos
in time of posce that the Maloe had togo (o Cuba
on her peaceful but fateful mission. It is hardly
to be expectad ihat the Spanish man-of-war
would be recelved with huzzas, but she will be
treated with respect and an opportunity will be
afforded the offloers of lospecting her and lesrn.
ing for themsolves how she compares with the
bestof the modern veasels of the Unleed Sturos
navy., No obstacle will be plucewd befors the
Epanleh battleship In any American barbor, and
it s to be hoped that sho will not mect the fule
that overtook the Malno with such startling
suddenness and iireful resulis

The question of ordering another warship to
Havano to take the pluco of the Muine hus boen
carefully consldered by the President and the
Becretary of the Navy, and It has been deciiled
that it {8 not necessary to send another ship
just now. 'There urv already Unitod States
ships at Mavana, and the moral effect of thele
presence iw felt to be the wame, whether thoy
aro battleships or merely supply vessels, If any
ship should be went to Havans in the immedl
ato future, it would probably be the New York,
tho fingship of Adinlral Sieard,

I'be fact that the FPresident Is not expecting
war at m moment’s notice does not indicate thas
the Administration In not meslug ready for It
They vealize as fully as the general pub-
lic can the force snd wisdam of Washing-
ton's admonition: “In tme of peacs pre
paro  for war” This Is just what the
Adminwstration has been dolng for several
months past, and the increased activity among
the officials of the War and Navy departments,
poticeable during the pust day or two, means
shat they are getting ready for any cmeIgendy.




